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assignees claiming thereunder, must
provide an executed copy of the Certifi-
cate of Compliance with their request
for assistance. They must also include
a copy of the general and specific dis-
closures provided the member as re-
quired by Pub. L. 90–321.

(2) Creditors not subject to FRB Reg-
ulation Z (for example, public utility
companies, grocery stores, and so
forth) must include a certification that
their request contains neither interest,
finance charges, nor other fees in ex-
cess of that permitted by the laws of
the state in which the obligation was
incurred.

(3) Foreign-owned companies having
debt complaints against a member
must provide a true copy of the terms
of the debt, translated into English,
and certification of their subscription
to the Standards of Fairness.

(c) Evidence of prior actions. Such evi-
dence should include photostatic, file,
or other duplicated copies, or documen-
tary proof (for example, chronological
account activity listings, notarized
personal statements, postal docu-
mentation, and so forth) showing that
every effort has been made to obtain
payment by direct contact with the
member.

§ 818.9 Dishonored checks and similar
instruments.

Every check, draft, or order for the
payment of money drawn on any bank
or other depository carries with it the
representation of payment in full when
presented. If dishonored, checks and
similar instruments are considered to
be evidence of personal indebtedness
until redeemed or the member asserts a
valid defense to payment. The proce-
dures in § 818.5 apply, and commanders
should counsel members on Air Force
policy regarding personal indebtedness.
Although redeemed:

(a) Administrative or disciplinary ac-
tion may be appropriate where crimi-
nal conduct is evident. The commander
should consult the staff judge advocate
to determine whether action under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice
(UCMJ) or other administrative action
is appropriate.

(b) Repeated cases of dishonored
checks may serve as the basis for ad-
ministrative action, to include letters

of reprimand, UIF entries, overstamp-
ing identification cards to reflect the
denial of check cashing privileges
(AFR 30–20, Issue and Control of Identi-
fication (ID) Cards), or administrative
separation. The commander should
consult the staff judge advocate on the
appropriateness of administrative ac-
tion.

NOTE: These provisions are not appropriate
for dishonored checks issued by a military
dependent unless the staff judge advocate de-
termines that the member may be held per-
sonally liable based on a review of the cir-
cumstances.

§ 818.10 Bankruptcy.
Air Force policy is one of strict neu-

trality. No adverse action may be
taken against a member of the Air
Force for either filing a petition or be-
cause of a discharge in bankruptcy. Un-
derlying facts may involve mismanage-
ment of personal affairs or dishonor-
able failure to pay just debts and could
form a basis for adverse action against
a member of the Air Force, but neither
filing a petition (for bankruptcy or for
payments out of future earnings) nor a
discharge in bankruptcy can, of them-
selves, be considered ‘‘mismanage-
ment’’ or ‘‘dishonorable.’’

(a) Commanders should consult with
the servicing staff judge advocate be-
fore considering any administrative or
disciplinary action against a member
for conduct associated with a bank-
ruptcy petition.

(b) Further, the staff judge advocate
should be consulted when providing fi-
nancial counseling for members consid-
ering bankruptcy.

(c) The Air Force recognizes and
complies with decrees in bankruptcy
cases.

§ 818.11 Involuntary deductions for
personal indebtedness.

Federal law (5 U.S.C. 5514 and 37
U.S.C. 1007(c)) authorizes the Air Force
Accounting and Finance Center
(AFAFC) to satisfy a military mem-
ber’s personal indebtedness to the Air
Force and other Department of Defense
(DOD) Components, federal agencies,
and nonappropriated funds instrumen-
talities by involuntary salary offset or
administrative offset (AFR 170–30, Debt
Collecting). In addition, the AFAFC is
authorized to garnish the wages of Air
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Force members to satisfy personal in-
debtedness for the enforcement of child
support and alimony payments under
certain conditions (§§ 818.15 and 818.16).

Subpart C—Dependent Support
§ 818.12 General policies.

Members are expected to pay their fi-
nancial obligations in a proper and
timely manner. Dependent support, di-
rect or in-kind, is a primary element of
an individual’s personal financial obli-
gations. Failure to provide adequate
dependent support, including the fail-
ure to make up arrears in support, is
the proper subject of command consid-
eration for disciplinary or administra-
tive action.

(a) Air Force members are expected
to comply with the financial support
provisions of a court order or written
support agreement. If the validity of
either is questioned by the member,
the issue must be resolved by the par-
ties or through the civil courts. The
Air Force does not arbitrate such dis-
putes. Written agreements include such
things as separation agreements, prop-
erty settlement agreements, and cor-
respondence in which the amount of
support has been agreed to by the par-
ties concerned.

(b) Air Force members are expected
to provide adequate support for depend-
ents in the absence of a court order or
written support agreement. The
amount of support is generally based
on the dependent’s needs (for example,
food, clothing, shelter, medical care,
and so forth) and the ability of the
member to pay. Each Air Force mem-
ber is expected to provide support in an
amount, or kind, bearing a reasonable
relation to the needs of the dependents
and the ability of the member to meet
those needs.

(1) The Air Force has no legal author-
ity to arbitrate the amount of support
to be provided or to unilaterally deduct
money from a member’s pay to ensure
dependent support.

(2) Commanders must assess the ac-
tions of the member with respect to
their ability to pay and compliance
with Air Force policy.

(i) For example, an individual who
purchases a new car for personal use
and then claims an inability to provide

dependent support because of financial
constraints ordinarily would not be
viewed as being in compliance with Air
Force policy.

(ii) Further, an individual who ac-
knowledges an existing obligation and
initiates an allotment for future sup-
port but does not provide for past peri-
ods of nonsupport ordinarily would not
be viewed as being in compliance with
Air Force policy.

(3) Commanders must assess the
member’s compliance with Air Force
policy when a family is separated ei-
ther by choice or due to an assignment
action (for example, member volun-
teers for a dependent-restricted over-
seas area, elects to serve an unaccom-
panied tour, early returns dependents
from an overseas area, is absent as a
result of lengthy temporary duty, and
so forth).

(c) Examples of in-kind support in-
cludes such things as making the mort-
gage or rent payments on a home occu-
pied by the dependents, making the
payments on an automobile being used
by the dependents, paying medical
bills, paying for school tuition, and so
forth.

(d) Dependents, including ex-spouses
on behalf of a member’s dependent
child or children, are entitled to mili-
tary legal counseling services and are
encouraged to seek such advice when
needed.

(e) The member’s obligation to sup-
port a child or children is not affected
by desertion or other misconduct on
the part of the spouse or ex-spouse.

(f) Members are expected to initiate
changes of address for support allot-
ments and process appropriate applica-
tions for issue or renewal of dependent
identification cards in a timely manner
when requested to do so by or on behalf
of dependents.

§ 818.13 Proof of support.

Generally, proof of dependent support
is not required. However, on receipt of
a complaint of nonsupport or inad-
equate support from, or on behalf of, a
dependent for whom the member is re-
ceiving basic allowance for quarters
(BAQ), proof of support is required.
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